I3o                MY  MEMOIRS
Navy Bill with him, and he gave me a few general assurances of support. An article in the Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung (August 5th) came as a great surprise to me, therefore when inspired as it was by Miquel, it made out that the Bill, which was desirable in itself, was not feasible at the present time. Progressive development was required in the navy, but it had to be achieved without infringing the parliamentary rights of the Reichstag.
This publication was undoubtedly inadmissible, and dangerous to the Bill. But I avoided an open conflict. Miquel was against the Bill, as was indeed the whole Ministry, but he did not want to put up any open opposition to it on account of the Emperor; he was trying, therefore, to appease me, and yet to dissuade me from my plan by representing its difficulties. When he saw, however, that I was determined to stand firm, he became more friendly.
The general scepticism among the leaders and the indifference of the mass of the people made me think of canvassing for Bismarck's support.Bill had the very great additional advantage that it enabled us to proceed in a more business-like fashion and arrange matters economically in many ways, since we were able to look a long way ahead. And economy, which entailed a great deal of previous calculation, was a bitter necessity for Germany's armaments.
